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Charge  -  Murder    

Plea  -  Guilty    

Plea  –  Not Guilty . Found  by reason of   …    

Sentence (murder)   Level 1 imprisonment (life);    or   Impr isonment for such other  term as is fixed by the court     

Self - defence  

Unsuccessfully runs self - defence.      

Successfully runs  self - defence ie:  complete excuse for  murder.   Acquittal  

Possible finding  -   Guilty of  murder    

Possible alternative finding of  excessive self - defence  –     G uilty of manslaughter      

Sentence (manslaughter)   Level 3 i mprisonment (20 years  maximum)  or to a fine in addition to  or without any such other punishment  as aforesaid.    

Free to go    

Reforming


Current Victorian Homicide Law (provocation and self-defence)
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 possible pleas and defences, convictions and sentences.
Possible  Victorian Homicide Law (provocation and self-defence) 

taking VLRC Recommendations into account:

possible pleas and defences, convictions and sentences.
This is a deliberately simplified overview of the comparative pleas and findings possible under current versus reformed Victorian homicide laws.  It is not a comprehensive and exhaustive list of all possible Homicide charges (eg: Infanticide, Unintentional killing, or conspiracy, threats or attempts to kill), nor all possible partial defences (duress and extraordinary emergency), and it does not take account of plea bargaining prior to trial, or of appeals against conviction or against sentence.  
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